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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
HUNTER COLLEGE TO TACKLE URBAN PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES

THROUGH MAJOR GRANT FROM TISCH FAMILY
*******

$1 Million-Plus Funding Creates The Joan H. Tisch Legacy Project;

Includes Distinguished Fellow In Public Health, Symposia, Community Health Prize


Urban public health issues – from diseases such as HIV/AIDS, obesity, and diabetes to health disparities due to economic and environmental factors – will be the focus of a major new multi-disciplinary initiative at Hunter College, and named to honor a hero of New York City humanitarian activism, Joan Hyman Tisch.     


The Joan H. Tisch Legacy Project is made possible with a one million dollar-plus five-year grant from her children, Academy Award-winning producer and community leader Steven Tisch, philanthropist and activist Laurie M. Tisch, and Loews Corp. Co-Chairman and New York civic leader Jonathan Tisch. The grant is managed by the Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund, a non-profit foundation committed to increasing access and opportunity for all New Yorkers by supporting efforts to illuminate minds, spark imagination and build community.  

“Joan Tisch is already a deeply admired and respected champion in the fight against AIDS and HIV, here in New York and globally,” said Hunter College President Jennifer J. Raab.  “We are deeply honored that Steve, Laurie, and Jon have chosen our institution to further and expand her unparalleled legacy.  Especially now, as we prepare to open the new CUNY School of Public Health at Hunter College, their magnificent generosity will have a transformative impact, providing exciting new intellectual vision, research and programming in the critical sphere of urban public health.”  

Speaking on behalf of her brothers, Laurie Tisch said, “Health care is this country, and particularly in the inner cities, is at the crisis stage.  Childhood obesity is at epidemic proportions.  The levels of diabetes, heart disease, and asthma in urban centers are alarmingly high.  Far too many individuals have no health insurance and, as a result are foreclosed from seeking and obtaining the proper care.  We need to address these and other issues, and we need to do so with a comprehensive strategy.  This is the overarching mission of the project at Hunter College that my brothers and I are proud to create in honor of our mother.”  

Noting that the initiative actualizes their mother’s own convictions and commitment to securing the well-being of humanity, she said, “She, as well as our father (the late philanthropic legend and business leader Preston Robert “Bob” Tisch), instilled in us the “pay it forward” philosophy, that we have the ability and responsibility to work on something larger than ourselves through service and philanthropy. And throughout our lives, our parents were the ideal role models.  Indeed, our mother has been a general on the HIV/AIDS battlefield for more than a quarter century, as well as a leader in the continuing fight to eradicate hunger and poverty here in New York and around the country.  So, we see this project as a truly fitting tribute to her.”   
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There are three components to the new program:  

· Joan H. Tisch Distinguished Fellow in Public Health will be awarded annually to a prominent health care professional with real-world public policy experience. The Fellow  will teach undergraduate and graduate students, conduct faculty seminars, and serve as a scholar-in-residence in the Hunter community. 
· Joan H. Tisch Public Health Forum, an annual symposium at Hunter College’s Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute focusing on national and New York City public health issues, including HIV/AIDS, obesity, diabetes, environmental health, health problems associated with poverty and aging, and public mental health.
· Joan H. Tisch Community Health Prize, two $10,000 awards to be presented each year to an individual and to a community health organization for distinguished accomplishment in the field of urban public health.     

Hunter College is currently conducting a national search for the inaugural Tisch Fellow, who will begin his or her work on campus at the beginning of the Fall 2009 academic term.  In addition to teaching and lecturing, the Fellow will plan and develop the Public Health Forum, the first of which will be scheduled for late 2009.   The inaugural Health Prize will be bestowed at a ceremony held during the Spring of 2010.  
The Tisch Fellow will be resident at Hunter’s new Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute, a flagship college initiative comprising teaching, research, and public programming in the field of public policy.  The Institute will be housed in the former home of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt on East 65th St.  Currently undergoing renovation, it is scheduled to open in Fall 2009.  

Hunter is the ideal institution to house the Tisch Legacy, President Raab said, noting that the college has a distinguished record in the teaching of Public Health as well as strong relationships with the New York City Department of Health and other public and private health institutions.  Its success in the field led the City University of New York to choose Hunter to be the site of the CUNY School of Public Health, which will open in 2010.  Moreover, the Hunter-Bellevue School of Nursing, which dates back more than a half-century, is the largest public sector nursing institution in New York and one of the largest and most prestigious nursing programs in the U.S.  

About The Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund
The Laurie N. Tisch Illumination Fund works to increase access and opportunity by supporting efforts to illuminate minds, spark imagination and build community.  Established in 2007, the Fund builds on a longstanding commitment to enable more New Yorkers to take advantage of the rich opportunities that the City has to offer.  It plays an engaged and active role in supporting strong leaders and organizations that have a positive and lasting effect on individual well-being and community life.
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About Hunter College

With a highly diverse student population of more than 20,000, Hunter is the largest college in the City University of New York (CUNY) system and the first choice among all CUNY applicants. Founded in 1870, the College offers more than 170 undergraduate and graduate programs. Hunter is noted for its professional schools in education, health sciences, nursing, and social work, as well as its excellence in the liberal arts.  Named the 8th Best Value public college in the nation by The Princeton Review, Hunter has a distinguished reputation for nurturing talented minority scientists and meeting the challenge of providing high-quality science education in the 21st century. The College also oversees the Hunter College Campus Schools, which serve gifted and talented students, kindergarten through grade 12.     

###
